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SUBJECT: LORD GEORGE-BROWN RESIGNS FROM LABOR PARTY 
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1 . LORD GEORGE-BROWN, FORMER DEPUTY LEADER OF THE LABOR 
PARTY AND FOREIGN SECRETARY, MARCH 2 ANNOUNCED HIS FORMAL 
AND IRREVOCABLE RESIGNATION FROM THE LABOR PARTY AFTER 45 
YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP. HE ATTRIBUTED HIS DECISION TO THE 
GOVERNMENT'S UNWILLINGNESS TO AMEND THE CLOSED SHOP PRO- 
VISIONS OF THE TRADE UNION AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS BILL 
(REFTEL) AND THE MARCH 1 SOLZHENITZEN TV INTERVIEW WHICH 
STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM. THE LABOR 
PARTY. GEORGE-BROWN CHARGED, "REFUSES FREEDOM TO INDIVID 
UALS." IN THE FUTURE HE WILL FIND A PLACE AMONG THE IN- 
DEPENDENT CROSSBENCH PEERS. 

2. COMMENT: GEORGE-BROWN'S INFLUENCE IN THE LABOR PARTY 
HAS DECLINED STEADILY SINCE HIS 1970 LOSS OF HIS SEAT IN 
COMMONS AND HIS SUBSEQUENT ELEVATION TO LORDS, VIRTUALLY 
REACHING ZERO IN RECENT YEARS. IN SHORT, HE BECAME A 
LIVING ANACHRMNISM. WILSON'S DECISION NOT TO INCLUDE 
GEORGE-BROWN IN LABOR'S DELEGATION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIA 
MENT, WHICH HE BADLY WISHED TO LEAD, WAS PROBABLY THE 
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FINAL BLOW. DESPITE GEORGE-BROWN'S STATEMENT. 

3. IT IS ALWAYS DISQUIETING TO SEE A FORMER POLITICAL 
LEADER ON THE DECLINE, AND GEORGE-BROWN WAS NO EXCEPTION. 
ON TV LAST NIGHT HE WAS A PATHETIC MAN, THE PATHOS 
ACCENTUATED BY THE MEDIA'S TASTELESS COVERAGE OF HIS A- 
NNOUNCEMENT. HE WAS PURSUED BY THE MEDIA AND, OBVIOUSLY 
IN HIS CUPS AND ONLY PARTIALLY COHERENT, INTERVIEWED RE- 
PEATEDLY. THE GUARDIAN, HOWEVER. WON THE BAD TASTE OF THE 
YEAR SWEEPSTAKES BY RUNNING A FRONT PAGE PHOTOGRAPH OF HIM 
SPRAWLED IN THE STREET FOLLOWING A TV INTERVIEW. IT WAS 
A SAD POLITICAL END FOR A MAN WHO, IN HIS TIME AND DE- 
SPITE HIS FOIBLES, WAS OFTEN AN INSPIRING AND INNOVATIVE 
LEADER. 
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